
HONORS ENGLISH IV SUMMER READING 2019 
 
Welcome to Honors English IV.  For your summer reading assignment this year you are reading The 

Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls and Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. 

 

The Glass Castle 
As you are reading, notice the development of the following themes.  We will be discussing 

these in class and you will want evidence to support your discussion:   
1. How do we define success? 

2. What does it mean to be a non-conformist? 

The following questions are more specific to the text and will be used in part for class for 

discussion purposes.  You will want to gather and/or mark evidence to support your 

discussion: 
1. Examine the symbolism of the Glass Castle.  Where does it appear?  What is it?  How 

does it relate to Jeannette’s experiences and the themes of the book? 

2. Examine Jeannette’s relationship to her father.  How does it change in the story and how 

would you describe it at the end of the memoir?  

3. Compare and contrast two relationships in the book. (Jeannette/Rex to Jeanette/Rose 

Mary or Jeannette/Lori to Jeannette/Brian).  How do the differences and similarities help 

Jeannette come to terms with her life? 

4. Examine the descriptions of poverty in the book.  How does Jeannette’s impoverished 

upbringing shape who she becomes at the end of the memoir? 

5. What types of narrative technique does the author employ? 

 

We will discuss The Glass Castle at the start of the school year.  There will be fishbowl and 

group discussions, a narrative essay, and a few smaller written assignments based on your 

reading of this text.  Annotations will not explicitly be graded, however, I strongly urge you to 

find a system of note taking or text marking so you will be able to find evidence from the text in 

an efficient manner.  Learning to read actively is a skill you must master.  I suggest using a 

highlighter, a pen/pencil, or post-it notes, to annotate (mark up) your book in response to the 

questions listed above or to comment and make connections to the novel as you see fit.  

 

You will then be assigned to write a draft of your college essay.  Once we are done with these 

assignments, we will move on to our study of Kite Runner. Therefore, you can expect that it will 

be the middle to end of September (date TBD) before we begin discussing this text.   

 

Kite Runner 
As you are reading, notice the development of the following themes.  We will be discussing 

these in class and you will want evidence to support your discussion:   

1. How does discrimination foster hatred? 

2. Is it true that the past cannot be buried? 

3. What is the mark of a true friend?  How much of a sacrifice is too much? 

4. How do we handle guilt?   

5. What can we learn about Afghani culture from reading this text? 

 



 

The following questions are more specific to the text and will be used in part for class for 

discussion purposes.  You will want to gather and/or mark evidence to support your 

discussion just like you did for Glass Castle: 
6. Baba and Amir have a rich and complicated relationship that changes dramatically over 

the course of the novel.  Discuss their relationship. 

7. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan. 

Discuss this friendship.  

8. Analyze the author’s decision to use an adult narrator reflecting on his past.  How does 

this decision affect the tone and mood of the story?   

9. What is the significance of the novel’s title?   

 
For this novel you will be involved in another fishbowl and group discussions, a literary analysis 

essay, and a few smaller written assignments based on your reading of this text.  You will be 

graded on how much you contribute to these discussions and how well you complete these 

assignments.  Therefore, while the annotations themselves are not graded, not reading these 

books sufficiently will have a major impact on your first term grade. 
 

 

College/Personal Essay 
 

For your information, here is some basic instruction on how to approach a college/personal 

essay.  Here are the basics: 

1. Brainstorm aspects of your character/personality that you want others to know about 

you.  Brainstorm events in your life that demonstrate these traits. 

2. Think of your essay as your voice/personality coming to life and a chance to stand out 

amongst other similar applicants 

3. It doesn’t matter what you write about necessarily, but HOW you write about it 

4. No more than 2 pages or about 500 – 750 words 

5. Your introduction and conclusion are paramount – draw in your reader and leave 

them with a final thought to remember you by 

6. Word choice can be critical, but don’t be a slave to the thesaurus 

 

● If you know the college you are applying to, you will need to prepare the required essay 

(you need to refer to the application for the school) to meet a deadline TBD in 

September. 

 

● If you are using the Common Application, you will pick one of the essay choices and 

prepare an essay to meet to meet a deadline TBD in September. 

 

● If you are unsure where you are going to school or unsure if you are going to school, you 

will still be required to write a basic 2 page personal essay as a test grade as a grade for 

first term.   

 

 


